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THE VOICE AND VISION FOR VAPT 

April 2003 
Editor:  Bill Carr (Virginia Beach) 

 

 
A Message from Our President 

We lost one of our own not too long ago.  Ethel Vaughan from Prince George County died of a heart 
attack while transporting her afternoon students home.  I didn’t know Mrs. Vaughan, but the Petersburg 
Progress Index, a local newspaper, had a very nice column written in her memory by staff writer Cliff 
Davis entitled “A Tribute to Bus Drivers.” 
 
I would like to quote some of Mr. Davis’ comments as I offer my personal tribute to the men and women 
who transport over 950,000 students to and from Virginia public schools and on field trips every day. 
 
“Of what sheer, strong spirit she and her kind are made, to take responsibility for 40 or more precious 
young lives everyday, month after month, year after year.  What courage, to know that doting parents 
trust your driving skills each time their treasures climb aboard.  What patience, to get up and go 
knowing that you won’t have meek little moppets sitting behind your head, but kids in all their natural 
wildness doing their best to carry out their tribal rituals and drive you nuts.” 
 
Yes, these are our school bus drivers.  “Seasoned warriors” as Mr. Davis endearingly refers.  Our school 
bus drivers safely deliver students day in and day out.  Just stop and think about how phenomenal this 
is.  One driver may have ten stops; another, just one; still another may have 25 stops. 
 
For the driver with 10 stops, this equates to 3,600 times a year a driver has driven up to a stop; activated 
the traffic warning devices; watched in all directions for motorists who may not be paying attention, as 
well as all the students; watched for moms and dads, younger children, dogs, mini vans, bikes, 
carriages, strollers, scooters, and soccer balls at the bus stop; come to a complete stop; opened the door; 
greeted the students or told them to have a nice day; constantly watched traffic, checked a multitude of 
mirrors, observed students struggling as they negotiated the aisle and steps with books, back packs on 
wheels; watched to make sure all students had cleared the bus and street or highway; checked all 
mirrors again, closed the door/deactivated the traffic warning lights and withdrew the stop arm, checked 
traffic, and safely proceeded to the next stop or destination. 
 
Figured another way – statewide, over 950,000 public school students are transported in the 
Commonwealth daily – 950,000 get on the school bus in the morning; 950,000 get on in the afternoon = 
1,800,000 student-loadings daily *180 days = 324 million opportunities during a school year for 
something to happen to a student.  That’s 324 million times all drivers in the Commonwealth have 
performed the essential tasks that ensure every child’s safe delivery. 
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Our school bus drivers provide an incredible service to the Commonwealth every day, year in and year 
out.  I did not know Ethel Vaughan, but I know thousands of men and women just like Ethel, who love 
their jobs, strive to be the best they can be, truly love children (even when they get on their last nerve), 
and would not want to be anywhere else but behind the wheel of their big, yellow school bus.  
Congratulations on a job well done…every single day.  
 

Virginia Association for Pupil Transportation Website 
www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Finance/VAPT 

 

                                                                                                          
 

REGION 5 DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
Region 5 was limited to two meetings this school year due to inclement weather.  We met on March 21 at 
the Albemarle County Transportation Facility in Charlottesville.  Chris Gray, Vice President for 
Development with Everyday Wireless, presented “Here Comes the Bus,” GPS Real Time Tracking System.  
We received information and materials to take back to our perspective counties for consideration to 
purchase.  The general discussion session was very informative and presented itself to be beneficial for 
the different areas represented at the meeting.  Topics discussed included: obtaining driving records and 
drug tests for all employees who transported students in county owned vehicles.  The highlight of our 
regional meetings is always Ms. Ada’s lunches.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2003, with a 
representation by Albemarle County regarding computerized field trip reports, and VDOE updates from 
June Eanes.  We had a great and productive meeting.    

Submitted by:  Barbara Scott, Campbell County  
 

VAPT SHIRTS FOR SALE 
AT THE JUNE CONFERENCE 

IN ROANOKE 
 

 
VELERA GAMMONS 

Velera is a native North Carolinian.  She is married to J. Richard Gammons and has two children; Alisa 
and Jason and one granddaughter named Ashtyn.  Velera drove a school bus for Henry County Public 
Schools for 17 years before becoming a route coordinator.  She earned her Associates Degree in Applied 
Science with a major in Business Technology and Management and became the Director of 
Transportation in Henry County in 1989.  She is involved with the youth program at Hillcrest Baptist 
where she teaches high school level students.  Velera enjoys walking, reading, crocheting, and playing 
with her granddaughter, Ashtyn.  One of her favorite meals is fried chicken, potato salad, sliced 
homegrown tomatoes, sliced cucumbers in vinegar, fried cornbread, fresh butterbeans, fried okra and hot 
fresh peach cobbler or banana pudding for dessert.   She very much enjoys working with members on 
various VAPT boards and committees and has served as secretary and is currently VAPT’s Vice-
President. 
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In light of the comments about the article in the February 2003 edition of the VAPT newsletter 

regarding cell phones at fueling stations, President Barbara Goodman offers the following: 
Shell Oil Company denies that the email in question originated from Shell Malaysia.  Further, Shell 
cannot confirm that any of the three reported incidents every happened.  However, limited research that I 
have done over the last several days indicates that while it is very remote that cell phone use (as well as 
cameras and pagers) can generate a source for ignition, there is a very low risk.  Therefore, both oil 
companies and cellular phone companies have chosen to alert consumers. 
 
You may want to have this information for any regional meetings coming up.  Tim Parker provided 
several good web sites if you want to research it on your own.  Once again, as an advisory to school bus 
drivers: use good judgment about cell phone use while fueling – the same as for other precautions taken, 
such as smoking, turning off the ignition, or having students on the school bus. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
       

 
  

HAROLD GRIMES 
Harold was born and raised in Albemarle County.  After four years at “THE” University of Virginia, he 
served for four years with the mechanized infantry in the Army.  He has been involved with 
transportation since 1980, with the City of Charlottesville, Albemarle County and Henrico County where 
he currently serves as the director of pupil transportation.  After trying (when A LOT YOUNGER) 
horseback riding and skydiving as a hobby, he now enjoys camping, fishing and relaxing around the 
house.  Harold and his wife, Paula, have a grown son living at Nags Head and enjoy visiting him in the 
Old North State.  Harold has served VAPT  in many capacities as director, officer, and chairperson and 
currently serves with other region Pupil Transportation Directors/Supervisors in Region 1. 

 
News from NASDPTS …. 
The University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI) outlines in a new publication 
entitled, “Ride Safe,” the best practice standards for the transportation of students who travel in motor 
vehicles, including school buses, while seated in a wheelchair.  The brochure is  
available online at www.travelsafer.org. 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Submitted by Harold Grimes 
 

>>>Brief Summary of bills passed by the House<<<  
HB 1593 Driver’s license numbers. 
Eliminates optional use of social security numbers as driver’s license numbers for licenses issued or 
renewed on or after July 1, 2003. 
HB 1641 Trucks, etc., stopped on certain roadways or highway shoulders. 
Requires that when any bus, truck, trailer, house trailer, or manufactured home is stopped on any 
roadway or on the shoulder of any highway in the Commonwealth at any time for any cause other than 
necessary traffic stops, its operator must immediately activate the vehicle’s hazard warning signal 
flashers and place on the roadway or shoulder three red reflectorized triangular warning devices of a type 
approved by the Superintendent. 
HB 1733 Speeding in highway work zones. 
Increases the maximum fine for speeding in a highway work zone from $250 to $500. 
HB 1911 Traffic infractions; penalty. 
Increases the general maximum penalty for traffic infractions to make it the same as the general 
maximum penalty for Class 4 misdemeanors (fine up to $250.00). 
HB 2479 Laser speed determination devices. 
Allows all localities to use laser speed determination devices. 
HB 2674 Driver’s license expirations. 
Provides that driver’s licenses will expire on the applicant’s birthday, rather than on the last day of the 
month in which he was born. 
HB 2757 Data on convictions; school personnel. 
Clarifies and reinforces that, as a condition of employment for all of its public school employees, whether 
full-time or part-time, permanent, or temporary, every school board must require on its application for 
employment that the applicant certify whether he has been convicted of a crime of moral turpitude.  The 
Virginia Supreme Court has stated that “(m)isdemeanor crimes of moral turpitude are limited to those 
crimes involving lying, cheating and stealing, including making a false statement and petit larceny.” 
(Newton v. Commonwealth, 29 Va. App. 433 at 448, 512 S.E.2d 846 at 853 (1999)). Current law requires 
that school board employment applications include certifications that the applicant has not been 
convicted of a felony, a crime of moral turpitude, or any offense involving the sexual molestation, physical 
or sexual abuse or rape of a child. 
HB 2806 Four-day school week. 
Provides that local school boards may approve, pursuant to guidelines developed by the Board of 
Education, school-proposed alternative school schedule plans, including those providing for the 
operation of schools on a 4-day weekly calendar, so long as a minimum of 990 hours of instructional 
time is provided for grades 1 through 12 and 540 hours for kindergarten.  No alternative plan that 
reduces the instructional time in the core academics shall be approved. 
 

>>>Brief Summary of bills passed by the Senate<<< 
SB659 School board employees; testing for blood-borne pathogens.  
Adds school board employees who are exposed to persons in a manner that may transmit HIV or 
hepatitis B or C to those individuals deemed to have consented to testing for infection with HIV or 
hepatitis b or C viruses and the release of test results to the exposed person.  This measure mirrors 
current requirements for health care providers and law-enforcement personnel. 
SB717 School board employees; compensation schedule. 
Requires school boards receiving a waiver from the Board of Education and setting the school calendar so 
that the first day students are required to attend occurs before Labor Day to establish a compensation 
schedule ensuring that all contract personnel are compensated for time worked within the first month of 
employment. 
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SB744 Green warning lights. 
Allow use of green warning lights on incident command vehicles. 
SB987 School buses; display of American flag decals. 
Allows local school boards, notwithstanding any regulation to the contrary, to display decals depicting 
the flag of the United States on the sides and rear of school buses as long as any such decal does not 
obstruct the name of the school division or the number of the school bus and is no larger than 100 
square inches. 
 

 
REGION 1 DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

We met on March 18, 2003 at New Kent County.  Ralph Ishler, Director of New Kent County Public 
Schools, welcomed everyone and then announced that he would be retiring in December of this year! 
Dr. Geiger, Superintendent of New Kent County Public Schools, spoke with the group.  June Eanes, 
Director of Support Services with DOE, provided us with an update of the status new state regulations, 
number of school bus fires around the state and the state contract for new school buses.  June also 
provided an update for VAPT, regarding the conference registration, program and banquet.  She also 
provided information regarding the increase in dues. 

We discussed several items: Head Start transportation, No Child Left Behind transportation 
problems, homeless children transportation, local and state budgets as well as the increasing cost of fuel. 
Our next meeting will on Tuesday, April 22, 2003 and will be hosted by Jim Tucker from the Richmond 
City Public Schools. 

Submitted by: Harold Grimes, Henrico County  

 
<<<>>> 

To be persuasive, we must be believable. 
To be believable, we must be credible. 
To be credible, we must be truthful. 

        Edward R. Murrow 
  

          NOTES of INTEREST 
 From the VAPT Executive Committee meeting held on April 8-9, 2003 in Roanoke. 

• April 14: Train the Trainer Workshop in Newport News 
• April 27-28: Special Education Pupil Transportation Symposium in Charlottesville  
• Contact Linwood Horne ASAP in Hanover County if you plan to send participants to the SE Roadeo 

on April 27th. 
• School Bus Safety Week Calendars:  School Bus Safety Grant money will not be available this 

year.  Other alternatives to continue providing copies for schools and transportation offices will be 
considered, i.e. sponsorship or other sources for grant funds. 

• Conference planning 
• Annual DOE/VAPT Conferences: 

June 22-25, 2003 in Roanoke at the Roanoke Wyndham Hotel  
June 20-23, 2004 in Richmond 

 June 19-22, 2005 in Hampton, possibly 
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• $30 single day registration rate is being considered for  mechanics/technicians and others that 
can only participate on one day. 

• Shuttles to transport mechanics/technicians to their site of activities.  Bus will depart at 6:30 AM 
and breakfast will be provided at the tech site. 

• Sonny Merryman’s Evening Event will be held at the same picturesque mountain top location 
used two years ago. 

• VAPT shirts will be available for purchase at the conference 
• Overflow hotels well be the Clarion and the new Marriott’s Courtyard.  Both of these hotels are 

adjacent to the Wyndham for convenience. 
Submitted by Linwood Horne, Albemarle County 

 

 
THE WINNING NAME FROM THE VAPT NEWSLETTER CONTEST IS… 

“THE VOICE AND VISION FOR VAPT” 
 

 
REGION 2 DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

The meeting was held on April 8, 2003 in York County and hosted by James Lash and as usual was well 
attended.  There was a presentation given by Mike Waltrip from Williamsburg-James City County 
referencing the Regional School Bus Road-e-o that will be held in York County.  Other items discussed 
covered the Special Needs Transportation Symposium, fuel prices vs. field trips, the upcoming 
VAPT/DOE Annual Pupil Transportation Conference to be held in Roanoke and many other topics of 
interests were discussed.  Ideas were shared and procedures were gone over in an effort to assist all 
directors who were in attendance.  This marked the last meeting of the school year for Region 2 and the 
schedule for next school year was planned.  The first meeting will be held in August and hosted by 
Hampton. 

Submitted by Steve Washington, Hampton City  
 

What’s New on the VAPT Web Site? 
www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Finance/VAPT/ 

-Check it out- 
 
 

 
POSTER CONTEST 

By now you have received information concerning this year’s VAPT School Bus Safety Poster Contest.  I 
hope you will encourage your schools to participate and bring recognition to your school division.  This 
year’s topic is “Shhh – Railroad Crossing.”  
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This can be a fun project for students while teaching them the importance of school bus safety.  So, 
please encourage your individual schools to participate in this worthwhile endeavor.  The deadline date 
for the poster is May 9, 2003. 
 
If you need additional information you may contact Sharon Utley at (804) 748-1663, Chesterfield County 
Public Schools’ Pupil Transportation Office. 

Submitted by Sharon Utley, Chesterfield County 
 

 
ANNUAL VIRGINIA STATE SCHOOL BUS ROAD-E-O 

Are you adventurous, like to mingle with people and have a good time?  Then we have just the event for 
you!  The annual Virginia State School Bus Road-e-o is scheduled for Monday, June 23, 2003 at 
Northside High School in Roanoke in conjunction with the 2003 VAPT/DOE Pupil Transportation State 
Conference. 
 
The goal of the school bus road-e-o is to reduce the number of accidents involving school buses by 
increasing one’s knowledge and driving skills.  The road-e-o also helps to build a positive image of school 
bus drivers. 
 
For this event to be successful, it will need the support of area transportation directors/supervisors.  
Registration packets have been sent to all localities.  Please provide all information requested and return 
it to Sharon Utley, Road-e-o Chairperson, as a follow-up packet will be sent to you immediately. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about this year’s road-e-o please contact Sharon Utley or another 
School Bus Road-e-o Committee member. 

Submitted by Sharon Utley, Chesterfield County 
 
Those of you who receive the School Bus Fleet magazine can find on page 46 in the April/May 
2003 edition an article written by one of our very own – John Hazelette, director of transportation 
in Norfolk. 

 

 
“Y’all come on and ride with us to the 

 VAPT/DOE Pupil Transportation Conference in Roanoke!” 
 

HIGHLIGHTS… 
• An opportunity to exchange “Best Practices” and hear from a panel of local transportation 

administrators – 2:00 PM Sunday. 
• New VAPT members, or those who are thinking about joining – bring your coffee to an “early bird 

meet and greet” 7:30 AM Monday. 
• Keynote, Senator Phillip Puckett will open the First General Session.  A panel of federal and state 

officials will provide transportation implications related to the McKinney-Vento Act (homeless 
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students), Head Start, No Child Left Behind, and Virginia’s Standards of Learning (SOL).  Q/A will 
follow short presentations. 

• Tuesday’s sessions for Technicians and Supervisors is jam-packed with sessions you have 
indicated were important. 

• And, Wednesday will end with a popular session “Lessons Learned” followed by a power-point 
presentation summarizing school bus fires in the Commonwealth. 

• Door Prizes:  New this year.  Fred Rankin, Culpepper, is coordinating this and will be sending a 
letter soon requesting your help.  Hopefully, door prizes will be given during each session with a 
grand prize given on Wednesday. 

• Make your plans.  Call Gail Turner (757-426-5077) in Virginia Beach if you need a room or if you 
are releasing a room. 

 

 
HISTORY COMMITTEE 

  
Notice the one red traffic warning light by the driver’s windshield/mirror and the lettering on the 

upper part of the front?  Remember the days of double clutching?  Recognize these folks?  Please email 
the names of the men in this photograph to bcarr@vbcps.k12.va.us, our newsletter editor.  It would be 
greatly appreciated if you have any history, including photographs, of Virginia school buses and pupil 
transportation.  We also would be grateful for any material you may have regarding the Virginia 
Association for Pupil Transportation – send those pictures, too.  Anything you can send as an email 
attachment please email delam@mcps.k12.va.us. and bcarr@vbcps.k12.va.us. 

Submitted by Dwight Elam, Mecklenburg County  
 
 

 
CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS COMMITTEE 

 
The VAPT Board of Directors requested that the Constitution & Bylaws Committee (C&BL) revise the 
C&BLs to allow the membership committee to run a membership and dues drive in January each year.  
This would be a change to a calendar year dues cycle from a fiscal year basis.  This will also limit 
paperwork and confusion at the conference registration desk.  Current C&BL wording says that dues run 
with the terms of officers July-June. 
 
Proposed changes will be posted on our VAPT website and this will be presented for action at our annual 
meeting in June. 

Submitted by Tim Parker, Fairfax County 


